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“Surely, North Brookfield stands preeminently as an object lesson 
of the possibilities that are obtainable even by the ‘hill towns,’ 

when their citizens, by united, intelligent and properly directed effort,  
work together for the promotion of the best interests  

of the whole community in which they live.” 
The Boston Herald 
September 26, 1894 
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Historic Driving Tour 
 

1.  North Brookfield High School 

 
Located at the end of School Drive, this school was built with a $15.7 million budget 

and opened in 2004.  The previous high school, built in 1956, was located in the area now 
occupied by the parking lot. 

2.  North Brookfield Elementary School 

 

 
 
Built in 1974, the 

town’s new elementary school 
was built on school drive at a 
cost of $2,776,400.   

3.  Pump Station – Oakham Road 

 

The pump for 
delivering water to Bell Hill 
Reservoir was installed in 
1894, delivering 6-1/2 gallons 
per stroke, or 25 gallons per 
revolution of the wheel.  At 
that rate, the pump could pour 
over 625 gallons per minute (or 
about one million gallons 
every day). 

4.  Former Headquarters of DeKalb-Warren, Oakham Road 

 

This Colonial Revival 
residence on the former J.J. 
Warren farm was acquired as 
part of the Kenola farm, 
adjacent to Mad Brook when 
the original farm was shut 
down.  The building was 
renovated for office use when 
the DeKalb-Warren merger 
occurred in 1971.  It is now a 
private residence. 



North Brookfield Historical Society, Inc. (2012) 
Website:  http://northbrookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com Page 4 of 11 Pages 

 

5.  Site of Rufus Putnam Homestead, Corner of Putnam and Barnes Roads 
 

 
 

 
 

In 1902, the Quaboag 
Historical Society placed a marker on 
the site of the home occupied by 
General Rufus Putnam for 20 years 
(1761-1781).  The marker is located at the 
corner of Rufus Putnam and Barnes 
Roads.  The house itself stood until 
1885. 
    

6. Long View Farm – Stoddard Road 

 

 
Built in 1909, this farm was 

owned by the Stoddard family.  In 1981 
it was purchased by Gil Markle, a one-
time professor of Clark University, to 
become a residential recording 
complex.  Over 250 gold and platinum 
records have been recorded on the 
premises.   
 

7.  Matthews Fulling Mill Site (1749-1829) - Murphy Road 
 

 
The site was listed on The National Register of 

Historic Places in 1975. 

A marker, less than 1/10th of a 
mile past the town lines of North 
Brookfield and New Braintree at the 
corner of Murphy Road and 
Webb/Mill Roads in New Braintree, 
reads: 

“MATHEWS’ TEXTILE MILLS 
In 1759 Jonathan and Daniel Waite established 
a fulling mill and a grist mill on Sucker Brook, 

1/3 mile to the south east.  In 1812 Elisha 
Mathews and James Woods used the site for the 

manufacture and fulling of woolen goods.  
Mathews’ mill operated until after 1845.”  

Quaboag Historical Society 1995. 
8.  Waite Corner Mill Complex – Murphy and Waite Corner Roads 

 

 

 
Amarker, at the intersection of 

Waite Corner and King Roads,reads: 
“1757 – Sucker Brook at Waite’s Corner was 

one of the two 18th century industrial centers of 
Brookfield’s first parrish including Mathews 

Fulling Mill and Prouty’s Woolen Mill.”  
Quaboag Historical Society 1995. 
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9.  Cutter Cemetery, Smith-Hanson Road 

  
One of the town’s earliest burying grounds, it contains a marker which reads: 

“In honor of those who dared the dangers of the forest and the savage. 
 Quaboag Historical Society 1926.” 

Three of the gravestones in the cemetery are engraved  
for “Aaron, Thos. and Ebenezer Bartlett, Mass. Vols. Rev. War.” 

10.  Ayres Tavern – 24 Ayres Street 
 

 

 
 
Between 1750 and 1752, William 

Ayres (also spelled Ayers) built his home 
on Ayers Street prior to his marriage to 
Rachel Barnes in 1753.  The house is also 
referred to as Ayres Tavern (not to be 

confused with the site of the Indian Siege on Forster 

Hill in West Brookfield in 1675), and is reputed 
to be the oldest private residence  still standing 
in North Brookfield.   

11.  Hill Cemetery, Old West Brookfield Road 

 

 
Located on the right in the 

driveway of 34 Old West 
Brookfield Road, members of the 
Hill, Tucker and Tyler families lie 
in this small, early cemetery of the 
Revolutionary period.  One of 
them, Peter Hill, distinguished 
himself as a regimental piper. 
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12.  Small Pox Caves – Cider Mill Road 

  
One small pox patient, Israel Allen, a former Revolutionary War soldier, left a record of his stay carved in the 

stone ledge:  “I had smallpox here April 19, 1788.  I.A.” 

Deadly smallpox epidemics were sweeping the area in 1776.  The town established 
three small hospitals or “pest-houses” on its outskirts.  In pleasant weather, the 
convalescents passed time in the shelters of the areas nearby ledges later known as the 
Smallpox Caves.   

 
 

13a and 13b.  Woolcott Homestead and Indian Massacre Sites, Slab City Road 
 

  
The fury of the Indian attacks on the first settlers of Brookfield is recalled by two 

markers on Slab City Road.  One is on the site of the Woolcott Homestead, later known as 
Waite’s Tavern; the other, a few roads to the west on the opposite side of the road is near the 
spot where Joseph Woolcott’s wife and two sons, along with three neighbors, were set upon 
and massacred in 1693. 

The stone on the right reads: 
1903 

NEAR THIS SPOT THOMAS LAWRENCE, JOSEPH MASON AND SON 
MRS. JOSEPH WOLCOTT 
AND 2 SMALL CHILDREN 

WERE KILLED BY INDIANS IN 1693 
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14. Town Farm – Town Farm and Donovan Roads 
 

 

For over 100 years, the Town Farm 
operated as a refuge for the poor, infirm and 
aged.  A few rooms in the main house were 
designated for an infirmary; the site also 
included a barn, silo, garage and tool house, 
milk room, ice house and large and small 
hen houses.  

At the March 1952 Town Meeting, 
citizens voted to discontinue operating the 
Town Farm that had been in existence since 
the mid-1800s.  The infirmary was closed 
and all of the Town Farm property was sold 
except the land needed for the Sewer 
Disposal Plant.   

15.  First Meeting House and Common 
 

 

 

 

To the west of the Meeting House marker lies what remains of the original town 
common in what was the town center of North Brookfield until business and industries 
moved it further north where it lies today.  There is a stone marker on the lawn of 11 South 
Main Street near the driveway that reads: 

“Here stood the Meeting House in North Brookfield 1749-1823” 

16.  District School House – 15 South Main Street 

 

 
 
The District School on South 

Main Street was built in 1871 on the site 
of the 1816 school house to 
accommodate District No. 1 students.  
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17.  Town Pound – Bates Street 
 

 

 
There is a “Lower Village 

Pound” sign posted in front of the 
remains of the building’s 
foundation on the left-hand side of 
Bates Street, at the first house on 
the left.  The Town Pound was 
used to impound stray livestock 
until claimed by their owners for a 
fee to the pound-master.  It was, 
along with the meeting house, one 
of the first-to-be-built structures in 
town. 

 

 
Remnants of Town Pound Foundation 

18.  Oliver Ward Homestead and Factory – 75 Ward Street 

 

 

In 1810, Oliver Ward built a three-
story shoemaking factory, the first of its kind 
in Massachusetts west of Grafton making 
“sale or extra” shoes for New England 
provision stores, and later exporting them to 
southern and Midwestern states.  Oliver 
Ward was considered the father of 
shoemaking manufacturers to which the 
prosperity of North Brookfield must be 
mainly attributed.  He apprenticed virtually 
all of North Brookfield’s early shoemakers.  
His influence thus spread throughout the 
village, both during his lifetime and for 
generations to follow.  He operated his 
factory here until the late 1830s.   

The factory remained at this site until 
the late 1930’s.  His home still stands and is a 
private residence. 
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19. Walnut Grove Cemetery – Elm Street 
 

 

 

 
 
In this cemetery, established in 1860, 

is the Walker Memorial Garden where a 
Boy Scout monument stands, probably the 
only one of its kind, dedicated on May 25, 
1970 by Norman Walker, former resident of 
North Brookfield in memory of his son, 
Ronald as a “Living Memorial to Scouting.”  
On entering the gates, visitors are greeted 
by the sounds of music floating softly 
through the trees. 

 
 

20.  French Cemetery – Elm Street 

 

 
This cemetery, in which 

only one marker remains visible, is 
situated opposite Walnut Grove 
Cemetery.  It served the French 
parish of St. Ann’s Independent 
Church, formerly on Grove Street, 
from 1900 to 1904. 
 

21. Brookfield Orchards – Lincoln Road 

 

Established in 1918, the 
orchards are owned and operated by 
the third, fourth and fifth 
generations of the Arthur Lincoln 
family.  Harvest begins in late July 
with early apples and continues 
through October.  The old-
fashioned Country Store offers a 
large selection of apples, cider, 
cheese, jams, honey, maple products, 
a "penny candy" corner, a "book 
nook", old maps, antiques, 
collectibles, crafts and more.  

  

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-H-8JO4d8WDc/TalBAKWWchI/AAAAAAAABl4/NXcRJHuJY7I/s1600/DSC07597.JPG
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22.  Camp Atwater – Shore Road 

 

 

 
Camp Atwater, also known as David Fisher Atwater Camp, was listed on The 

National Register of Historic Places in 1985. 
In 1921, Dr. William N. DeBerry, founded Camp Atwater on Lake Lashaway.  It is one 

of the oldest camps of its kind in the country. The camp is located on magnificent waterfront 
property on Lake Lashaway, and includes 75 acres of land with 30 buildings as well as a 3-acre 
island just off the camp's main land.  The camp is owned and operated by the Urban League of 
Springfield. 

23.  Bell Hill Water Works 
 
 

 
The new North Brookfield Wastewater Treatment 

Facility was constructed atop Bell Hill in 2007. 
 

The observatory, a gift of 
Theodore C. Bates to the town in 
the 1890s, stands at the reservoir on 
Bell Hill.  From its observation 
platform in earlier days, on a clear 
day the view to Boston was 
unobstructed. 
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24. St. Joseph’s Cemetery – Bell Street 

 

This resting place for the 
members of St. Joseph’s parish 
is situated near the top of Bell 
Hill.  This pleasant site was 
acquired by the parish in 1885. 
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