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The State Board on Conciliation and Arbitration Report of 1902 was for the year-ending 1901.   

Dates in the paragraph were noted as 1902 when those activities actually took place during 1901. 
The Batcheller Factory closed at the end of February in 1902. 

 

On March 11, 1901, the factory did shut down, however, the Board of Conciliation and Arbitration went 

to North Brookfield and met with the committee of employees.  The committee expressed a desire to 

meet with the Superintendent and employees of Boston.  The meeting occurred on March 12, 1901, and 

a settlement was effected. 

Additional research from the North Brookfield Journal in 1902: 

February 14, 1902 - daily papers have been filled with rumors, and with gloomy predictions of the 

financial ruin of the town.  Large quantities of leather have been shipped from the storehouses and from 

the factory, a carload of scrap iron is being shipped to Springfield . . . nearly all the work rooms are 

deserted and a week more will probably see all the work now in progress finished . . ..  On the other 

hand THE JOURNAL is in possession of information which, when put with other straws that are floating 

on the surface, seems to point just as strongly to a possible reorganization, and continuance of the 

business, with perhaps a reduced force and a different or better class of goods. . . . To all interviewers 

the Messrs. Batcheller give the one comprehensive answer – “We have absolutely nothing to say.” 

February 21, 1902 - the power in the Batcheller Factory would be turned off on the evening of February 

22, 1902, it was hoped that it will once again be started again.   

February 28, 1902 – … Rumors still are plenty, but no authentic story or information can be secured from 

anyone, although every effort has been exhausted to secure something tangible on which to bank for the 

future.  The machinery is carefully covered, the power is silent, the factory swept and garnished as never 

before, and only some 3000 cases (in the Rink) remain.  No word or statement has been made, and the 

workmen, so far as possible are securing jobs elsewhere … Hopes are still entertained . . . and there is no 

doubt that the town would gladly consent to do anything within the bounds of reason, to assist them in 

the future, as soon as it can be known what they desire to do. 

March 14, 1902 – rumor has been current this week both here and in Springfield that the factory here 

was soon to be re-opened by the Hamilton-Brown Company of St. Louis, and that Mr. Francis Batcheller 

was to be in their employ.  The statement is “important, if true” and everyone sincerely hopes it may 

prove true, but we have yet been unable to get any confirmation of the rumor.  All have their ears close 

to the ground listening for any distant rumblings of the car of coming prosperity. 

 

 

 

 



 

 


