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In the Fall of 1995, Waldo Cummings worked for H.R. Salem Transport. On a trip to 

Boston one day he felt sick, ended up leaving the truck in Boston, and got a ride home. He 
had a small sore on his right forearm that looked like a pimple. He remembered seeing 
warnings posted in some of the mills that processed raw wool that, if any workers had sores 
that did not heal, they should be checked for anthrax.  

 
The ex-Navy chief who ran the drugstore in town recommended he have it checked 

out. Shirley, Waldo’s wife, saw Dr. Warner in Barre, so Waldo paid him a visit to take a 
look. Dr. Warner referred Waldo to a doctor on Park Avenue in Worcester. He was referred 
once again to City Hospital, where they broke the sore and took a sample. A diagnosis was 
never made. 

 
Waldo finally visited Dr. Grace, who had just recently opened a practice in town.  He 

studied it carefully and confirmed that Waldo had contracted a cutaneous anthrax infection 
(on the skin). The State Health Commissioner was notified and monitored Waldo’s case. 
Dr. Grace cleaned it every day between October 10-20, 1955, along with daily shots of 
penicillin and sulfur medication for the sore. Waldo felt better almost immediately. 

 
Waldo was out of work for several months until the wound was completely healed.  

In 1955 support organizations and services currently available for families in distress did not 
exist.  It was through the generosity of family and friends that such crises were withstood.   

 
 Waldo suspects that he contracted anthrax from a warehouse in Norwood where raw 

wool was received from places all over the world.   He and Shirley often wondered what 
would have happened had Dr. Grace not come to North Brookfield at that particular time.  
 


